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Irish Proverbs 
 

A best friend is like a           

four-leaf clover: Hard to      

find and Lucky to have!! 

A kind word never broke 

anyone’s mouth, but many 

times a man’s mouth has 

broken his nose.  





St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated annually on March 17, 

the anniversary of the death of St Patrick. The Irish 

have observed this day as a religious holiday for over 

1,000 years. On St. Patrick’s Day, which falls during the 

Christian season of Lent, Irish families would 

traditionally attend church in the morning and 

celebrate in the afternoon. Lenten prohibitions against 

the consumption of meat were waived and people 

would dance, and feast–on the traditional meal of 

Irish bacon and cabbage.  

Saint Patrick, who lived during the fifth century, is the 

patron saint of Ireland and its national apostle. Born in 

Roman Britain, he was kidnapped and brought to 

Ireland as a slave at the age of 16. He later escaped, 

but returned to Ireland and was credited with 

bringing Christianity to its people. Perhaps the most 

well-known legend of St. Patrick is that he explained 

the Holy Trinity using the three leaves of a native Irish 

clover, the shamrock.  

Since around the 9th or 10th century, people in 

Ireland have been observing the Roman Catholic feast 

day. In modern-day Ireland, St. Patrick’s Day has 

traditionally been a religious occasion. In fact, up until 

the 1970s, Irish laws mandated that pubs be closed on 

March 17.  

The first St. Patrick’s Day parade took place not in 

Ireland but in America. Records show that a St. 

Patrick’s Day parade was held in 1601 in what is 

now St. Augustine, Florida.  More than a century later, 

homesick Irish soldiers serving in the English military 

marched in New York City in 1772 to honor the Irish 

patron saint. Enthusiasm for the St. Patrick's Day 

parades in New York City, Boston and other early 

American cities only grew from there. In 1848, 

several New York Irish Aid societies decided to unite 

their parades to form one official New York City St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade. Today, that parade is the world ‘s 

oldest civilian parade and the largest in the United 

States, with over 150,000 participants.   

March in History:  

1 Mar 1790 - The  U.S. Supreme Court convenes 

for the first time. 

1 Mar 1872 - Yellowstone becomes the U.S.'s 

first national park. 

1 Mar 1932 - The  Hoover Dam is completed. 

3 Mar 1849 - The Minnesota Territory is formed. 

There were no roads, you had to go by riverboat  

3 Mar 1931 - The “Star Spangled Banner”  

becomes the National Anthem  

4 Mar 1924 - "Happy Birthday to You" is 

published by Claydon Sunny  

10 Mar 1862 - The 1st issue of US government 

paper money occurred as $5, $10 and $20 bills 

began circulation.  

11 Mar 1918 - The  'Spanish' influenza first 

reached the US. 1/4 of the U.S. population 

eventually became ill from the deadly virus, 

resulting in 500,000 deaths.  

12 Mar 1888 - The Great Blizzard of '88 struck 

the northeastern U.S. The storm lasted 36 hours 

with snowfall totaling over 40 inches in New 

York City. 

12 Mar 1894 - Coca Cola is sold in bottles for the 

first time in a candy store in Vicksburg, MS 

15 Mar 44 BC - "The Ides of March" Julius Caesar 

is stabbed to death at a Senate meeting 

18 Mar 2019 - Historic, catastrophic flooding 

happens in Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, 

Wisconsin & South Dakota. 

26 Mar 1885 - The  Eastman Dry Plate and 

Chemical Company manufactures the first 

motion picture film. 

26 Mar 1945 - U.S. Marines raise the American 

flag at Iwo Jima. 

30 Mar 1870 - The 15th amendment goes into 

effect, giving black men the right to vote. 

31 Mar 1918 - Daylight Savings Time goes into 

effect for the first time in the U.S. 

31 Mar 1958 - The Eiffel Tower opens in Paris 



 

Lucky 

Mardi Gras 

Masks 

Pancakes 

Rainbow 

Shamrock 

Spring 

St Patrick 

Aquamarine 

Basketball 

Clover 

Flowers 

Green 

Gold Coins 

Kite 

Leprechaun 

Lamb 

Lion 


