
April is here, Easter is fast approaching.  It’s spring and the whole world 

seems so full of hope.  There is new life and growth and the world 

outside is warming up.  We all tend to get a bit more optimistic and 

energetic this time of year.  Life also seems to get a little bit busier too! I 

suppose that’s especially true for those people that farm or have 

gardens to plant.  It is always so nice to see the little sprouts in their 

neat little rows popping from the earth.  If you are interested in 

gardening Hill Street Place has raised garden beds available out in the 

gazebo area.   Talk to Susie in the office if you would like one.  I can’t 

wait to see how your gardens grow, be it silver bells, cockle shells or 

tomatoes all in a row!! 
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Spring is painted in daffodil yellows, robin egg blues, new 

grass green and the brightness of hope.  - Toni Sorenson  

When I think of Spring I start thinking about working in my gardens around 

my house. I love when Spring comes and I hear windchimes again. My 

motto is:  Gardening, the refined Art of Weeding!  I love to see the sunshine 

in the morning, see the bunnies in the yard  and hear the birds chirping 

too!  It is easier to find the cardinals in the Spring before the leaves come 

out in the trees!  When the snow melts away on my gardens it is fun to see 

my tulips and peony bushes start to pop through the dirt!  One thing to 

remember, you should let your garden sleep in and wait to tidy it up for 

Spring until we have a week of temps in the 50s or above.  The little 

pollinators are still sleeping in the plant stems and leaves.  As my flowers 

start to come up through the Spring and Summer  I will bring some in for 

everyone to enjoy!   Happy Spring! 
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We would like to hear from you…                            

For our May newsletter we are hoping to share some 

stories of our mothers.  We would love for you to bring 

down a few lines or a small paragraph to share!! 

NASA has announced their new goal of launching a space 

shuttle with 10 rookie astronauts all aged 65 and older.  They 

have paired with AARP to battle ageism by proving that 

you’re never to old to learn new skills.  NASA representatives 

will be traveling the country  with portable antigravity 

chambers as they search for seniors with the ‘right stuff.’  

Tryouts for MN are at the Minneapolis Convention Center 

from 10am-6pm on Friday, Apr. 1st.  The bus from Hill Street 

will be leaving at 9am. Sign-up in the Activities Office.                       



When I was a kid we used to spend most Easters at my 

Grandparents house.  All of my aunts, uncles & cousins 

would be there and the house would be bursting at the 

seams (especially if the weather wasn’t nice.)  There was 

always an egg hunt for the little ones but when you were 

old enough to read then  you got to join the big kids in a 

scavenger hunt.  Everyone got clues and had to search 

until they found the pail with their name on it.  I honestly 

think the adults had just as much fun writing out the clues 

as we did following them.  If the weather was good for it 

we would have a kite flying contest out in the yard.  It sure 

was a sight, all the bright colors in the blue sky, the kids 

running, the happy laughter.  Definitely some of my 

favorite memories.   

One summer I scanned every picture my G’ma Phyl had in 

her house and kept coming across loads of Easter ones.  

We decided to scrapbook them all into one Easter Album 

that now gets pulled out every year.   While making the 

album we found that no one took pictures after we 

weren’t little and cute anymore, and we decided to rectify 

that.  For the next Easter my cousin and I planned a wild 

scavenger hunt! We made a huge list of Easter themed 

things and in order to get credit there had to be photo 

evidence with at least one person in it and the more 

elaborate the better.  We broke everyone into small 

groups and each group had at least one person with a 

smartphone.  The list had things like chocolate rabbit, 

Easter eggs, carrots, kites, grandma,  but also included 

things like “Sing Peter Cottontail”  “Have a pic with the 

most people in it.”  It was awesome! Everyone had an 

absolute blast and I ended up with tons and tons of 

amazing new Easter pictures for the album!    

What are some of your favorite holiday memories and 

Easter Traditions?  I’d love to hear them. Come to 

Reminisce on Monday, April 11 and join the discussion.   

 Happy Easter!!! 

April in History:  

3 Apr 1974 - In a 16-hour period, 148 tornadoes 

hit North America from Georgia to Canada  

3 Apr 2010 - Apple Released the iPad 

4 Apr 1906 - Mount Vesuvius erupts 

4 Apr 1968 - Martin Luther King Jr is assassinated 

4 Apr 1973 - New York’s World Trade Center is 

completed 

6 Apr 1896 - Modern Olympic Games reborn 

9 Apr 1865 - Robert E. Lee surrenders 

9 Apr 1942 - The Japanese forced 75,000 

captured American and Filipino soldiers on the 

Bataan Death March 

12 Apr 1961 - Yuri Gagarin become the First 

Man in space 

12 Apr 1981 - 1st Space Shuttle Columbia 

Launched 

14 Apr 1970 - Apollo 13 Explosion 

15 Apr 1865 - President Lincoln is shot & 

mortally wounded. 

15 Apr 1912 - The Titanic strikes an iceberg 

and sinks on her maiden voyage to New York 

15 Apr 1935 - referred to as Black Sunday, 20 

of the worst ‘Black Blizzards’ throughout the 

Dust Bowl years occurred on a single day 

17 Apr 1964 - The Ford Motor Co. unveiled its 

new Mustang model at the NY World’s Fair 

18 Apr 1906 - 7.8 earthquake shook San Francisco 

18 Apr 1923 - 1st baseball game is played at 

Yankee Stadium in New York City 

24 Apr 1990 - Space Shuttle Discovery launched 

the Hubble Space Telescope into orbit  

25 Apr 1956 - Elvis Presley has his first number 

one hit with "Heartbreak Hotel"  

26 Apr 1927 - The Mississippi floods making 

over 150,000 homeless  

26 Apr 1986—An explosion and fire at the No. 

4 reactor of Chernobyl nuclear power plant in 

Ukraine resulted in a nuclear meltdown  



INGREDIENTS 

8 cups cold water 

1/3 cup sour cream 

3  1/2 Tbsp Vinegar divided 

2  1/2 tsp Salt 

3 Tbsp chopped dill, fresh or frozen 

1/2 cup green onion, finely chopped 

1/2 lb good ham, diced (we used black forest ham) 

3-4 medium cooked potatoes, peeled and diced 

3 hard-boiled eggs, diced 

3-4 cucumbers, diced 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Peel potatoes and dice them into 1/4" cubes. 
Place diced potatoes in a medium pot and 
cover with water. Add 1 Tbsp vinegar and 
bring to a boil then continue boiling for 10 
minutes or until the potatoes are cooked, 
but not falling apart. Drain well and set aside 
to cool. For quicker cooling, you can rinse 
potatoes with cold water.  

2. While potatoes are cooking, boil 3 eggs and 
cool them in ice water. 

3. Next, dice eggs, cucumbers, & ham. Also 
chop dill and green onions. Place everything 
in a large pot. 

4. In a separate large bowl, whisk together 8 
cups of cold water, 1/3 cup of sour cream, 2 
1/2 Tbsp of vinegar, 2 1/2 tsp of salt until 
combined. Pour the mixture in the pot with 
the rest of ingredients. Stir to combine and 
serve. 

This is my favorite way to use up some of those   
hard boiled eggs from Easter.  -T.J.B.  
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